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Decision

The Fourth Pre-Conciliar Pan-Orthodox Conference was convened by  His All Holiness 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, with the consensus of Their Beatitudes the Primates 
of the Most Holy Orthodox Churches expressed during their Sacred Synaxis at  the Phanar 
in October 2008. The Fourth Pre-Conciliar Pan-Orthodox Conference met at the 
Orthodox Center of Ecumenical Patriarchate in Chambésy, from 6 to 13 June 2009 under 
the chairmanship of His Eminence Metropolitan John of Pergamon, representative of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate. 

This Conference, to which all of the most holy  Orthodox Autocephalous Churches were 
invited and were represented, studied the issue of the canonical organization of the 
Orthodox Diaspora. Pursuant to article 16 of the Rules of Pre-Conciliar Pan-Orthodox 
Conferences, this Conference discussed the relevant documents submitted in 1990 and 
1993 by the Inter-Orthodox Preparatory Commission, amending and approving them as 
follows:

1. a) It is affirmed that is the common will of all of the most holy  Orthodox Churches that 
the problem of the Orthodox Diaspora be resolved as quickly as possible, and that it 
be organized in accordance with Orthodox ecclesiology, and the canonical tradition 
and practice of the Orthodox Church.

    b) Likewise, it is affirmed that during the present phase it is not possible, for historical 
and pastoral reasons, for an immediate transition to the strictly canonical order of 
the Church on this issue, that is, the existence of only one bishop in the same place.  
For this reason, the Conference came to the decision to propose the creation of a 
temporary situation that will prepare the ground for a strictly canonical solution of 
the problem, based on the principles and guidelines set out below. Of necessity, this 
preparation will not extend beyond the convening of the future Great and Holy 
Council of the Orthodox Church, so that  it (the Council) can proceed with a 
canonical solution of the problem.

 
2. a) This Conference proposes that, for the transitional period where the canonical 

solution of the issue will be prepared, “Episcopal Assemblies” of all canonically 



recognized bishops in each region should be created (or founded) in each of the 
regions defined below. The bishops will continue to be subject to the same 
canonical jurisdictions to which they are subject today. 

    b) These Assemblies will consist of all the bishops in each region who are in canonical 
communion with all of the most holy Orthodox Churches, and will be chaired by 
the first among the prelates of the Church of Constantinople and, in the absence of 
thereof, in accordance with the order of the Diptychs. These Assemblies will have 
an Executive Committee composed of the first hierarchs of the different 
jurisdictions that exist in the region.

    c) The work and the responsibility of these Episcopal Assemblies will be the concern 
for manifesting the unity  of Orthodoxy, the development of common action of all 
the Orthodox of each region to address the pastoral needs of Orthodox living in the 
region, a common representation of all Orthodox vis-à-vis other faiths and the wider 
society in the region, the cultivation of theological scholarship  and ecclesiastical 
education, etc. Decisions on these subjects will be taken by consensus of the 
Churches who are represented in the particular Assembly.

3.  The regions in which Episcopal Assemblies will be created in a first stage are defined 
as follows: 

i. North America and Central America. 
ii. South America. 
iii. Australia, New Zealand and Oceania. 
iv. Great Britain and Ireland. 
v. France. 
vi. Belgium, Holland and Luxembourg. 
vii. Austria. 
viii. Italy and Malta.
ix. Switzerland and Lichtenstein.
x. Germany.
xi. Scandinavian countries (except Finland).
xii. Spain and Portugal.

The Bishops of the Diaspora, living in the Diaspora and possessing parishes in 
multiple regions, will be members of the Episcopal Assemblies of those regions. 

4.  These Assemblies, which are formed by the decision of this present Conference, have 
the responsibility  to complete the regulation of their operation in the specifications 
approved by this Conference, and to apply this regulation as soon as possible, and 
certainly before the convening of the Great and Holy Council. 
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5.  The Episcopal Assemblies do not deprive the Member Bishops of their administrative 
competencies and canonical character, nor do they restrict their rights in the Diaspora.  
The Episcopal Assemblies aim to form a common position of the Orthodox Church 
on various issues. In no way does this prevent Members Bishops from remaining 
responsible to their own Churches, and to express the views of their own Churches to 
the outside world.

6.  The chairmen of the Episcopal Assemblies convene and preside at all joint meetings of 
the Bishops of their region (liturgical, pastoral, administrative, etc.). As for matters of 
a more general concern that require, by the decision of the Assembly of Bishops, a 
Pan-Orthodox approach, the Assembly’s chairman refers it to the Ecumenical 
Patriarch for further Pan-Orthodox actions. 

7.  The Orthodox churches are bound not to advance actions that could hinder the above 
process for a canonical resolution of the issue of the Diaspora, and to do their utmost 
to facilitate the work of the Episcopal Assemblies and the restoration of normal 
canonical order in the Diaspora.

† John of Pergamon, Chairman

† Sergios of Good Hope

† John in Western and Central Europe

† Hesychios of Capitolia

† Hilarion of Volokolamsk

† Irenaeus of Batschka
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† Irenaeus of Oltenia

† Neophytos of Roussis

† Gerasimos of Zoukdidi and Tsaisi

† George of Paphos

† Chrysostom of Peristerion

† George of Siemiatise

† John of Korytsa

† Tikhon of Komarno

† Jeremias of Switzerland, Secretary
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